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TOPICS OF THE DAY.

The Supreme Court sitting as
a special court to investigate the
alleged misconduct of Mr. Fred
"Wundenberg "Deputy ' Clerk of

the court, has as was expected
found the charges preferred
against Mr. "Wundenberg by

Attorney-Goner- al W. O. Smith
proven and has dismissed him
from oflico. That the proceed-

ings in this matter and the action
of the Judges do not appear much

io their credit every fair minded

inau will admit. The Judges had
been informed months ago that
Mr. Wundenberg was not in har-

mony with the Provisional Gov-

ernment, but the' did not see fit
to take any notice of the reports
brought to them by eavesdroppers
and spies, aud Mr." Wundenberg
who.so honesty and efficiency

have never been doubted was left
unmolested. Then tho report of

Mr. Blount to the President of

tho United States is published,
and according to the extracts
made from it, it is
seen that Mr Wundenberg
has furnished Mr. Blount
Avith statements in regard to the
revolution of tho 17th of January
which have proven of great im-

portance in tho special commis-

sioner's efforts to arrivo at tho
trnth. Tho Judgos of the Sup-

reme Court immediately get on
their oars, and as they could not
provo anything relating to Wun-donborg- 's

statements to Blount
'the latter not boing available and
tho former refusing to admit any-

thing, they pick up tho old
reports from the different Toms
Dicks, and Harrys, and allow
tho assertions about Wundenberg
"damning" tho P. G.' to become
sufficient cause for his removal.

That this action savors very
much of potty persecution, and
is rather detrimental to tho dig-

nity of tho Judges don't matter
to tho threo wise men. The
"gallery" has demanded the
official head of Wundenberg
who is sacrificed in tho usual
play to tho gallery characteristic
of tho provisional government in
all its branches.

There were many" interesting
' instances in tho . Wundenberg

strial. Mr. 0. W. Ashford bland-

ly inquired if tho country has a
constitution, or not, but the
question was of course consider-
ed irrelevant by the Chief Justice
and not answered. If we remem-

ber rightly Mr. Ashford has been
walking around like Diogenes
with a lantern looking for a con-

stitution since tho 17th of Janu-
ary. Ho has searched for it inHho
Star chamber of tho councils (in
the Sheldon's contempt case), he
hunted for it in tho Police
Court, ho threw his search
light out after it m alt tho corners
of tho circuit court, and ho peeped
even tinder the togas of

tho Supreme Judges to see
if his child of 1S37 was still
alive or had been strangled. He
advertised in newspapers for it,
but no answer was received, in-

deed, no trace has been found of

the missing link the link be-

tween an orderly, constitutional,
lawful government and the peo-

ple ruled by such government.

The titter failure to find the dear
old constitution makes us believe

that it has been secretly stricken
from the records, and that the

men who have "done away" with

it, have prevented by threats and

bribes the regulation death certi-

ficate to be issued. No funeral

has taken place, though, and who

knows if a resurrection is not a

very possible eventuality.

'At one time during the Wun-

denberg trial" the audience looked
with admiration at the Chief
Justice. Mr. C. W. Ashford in

his simplicity and innocence sug-

gested that in the Western Hemi-

sphere, entitled toa man was

his' opinion and entitled to

openly express and criticize a

government to whose support

he paid his taxes, even if he was

an official of it. The Chief
Justice's benevolent smile dis
appeared, his usually beaming
face was clouded, his gold rim-

med glasses were trembling with
indignation, while he with a
choked voice and uplifted hands
asked Mr. Ashford: "What! a

man should have the right. to
criticize a government, and t
the same time draw a salary!!!"

How truly grand, how lofty tho
mind of the learned Judge
must be. If a man is paid
for services rendered, if a man
exchanges work for legitimate
pay, his alSility and skill- - for a
stipulated salary, he must be
muzzled, and he forfeits the right
of an ordinary citizen, the right
to have a voice in the governing
of his country. If ho insists in
exercising such right and still
draws his salary, the Chief
Justice sends himtho silken
cord and invites him to use it
around his official neck. And we

don't live in Turkey, but we are
breathing the air except choked
off under the glorious western
civilization.

But the above remarks remind
us of days gone by when one cer-

tain W. M. Gibson was the min-

ister of 'the government and an-

other time when one C. C. Moreno
was minister. In those days a
certain A. P. Judd was a Judge
of the Supreme Bench, and very
regular iu drawing his salary.
Mav wo now ask His Honor if
there was any man in this coun-

try more outspoken, more
derisive, more abusive, and hos-

tile against tho ministers men-

tioned than His Honor himself?
And vot we have heard of no in
stances where lie neglected to

draw his salary but we even
remember him getting very angry
and criticizing the cabinet and
government, which he was serv-

ing very severely, because his
salary at one time was paid
in silver instead of gold. But
then we presume that-- what is
sauce for a Judge is not
always sauce for a Wundenberg.

In the Council meeting during
thp debate on "the rascals" Mr.
Hatch advanced some very lofty
views in regard to the duties of
any employee to loyally further
the interests of his employer.
What food 'for reflection this re-

mark will give to Colonel Clans
Spreckels, tho bitterest opponent

of the Provisional Government,
when he watches the actions of
one F. M. Hatch in whose annual
income he for some time past has
been the main factor. But we

suppose that Mr. Hatch considers
theory one thing and practice
very much another and he is
very fond of practice.

The Ball Set a Rolling.

The three members of the
Cabinet who are the obedient
servants of the political organiza-
tions have started on the road,
laid out for them by the Councils
last Thursday.

Mr. Geo. Smithies the regis-

trar of public accounts, has been
dismissed, and Messrs Carl
Widemann aud Palmer Woods
have also received their walking
papers. The gentlomen in ques-

tion have been requested to re-

main in office until their succes-

sors are appointed, and we beg to
submit, on behalf of the 'loyal
citizens in Hawaii, that
if they do so they are a lot of
damned fools. On Monday the
game of weeding out will begin
in the Interior office. Minister
Damon opposed his colleagues
in their action of to-da-

but evidently lacks the moral
courage to line up to his princi-
ple and walk out with the clerks
whom he so far has protected.
It is believed that the minis-

ter's private secretary Mr. Ashley
will be appointed to tho office
formerly'held by Mr. Smithies.

Lock the- - Stable When the
Horse is Stolen.

The above old "saw" seems to
be, the rale according to which
our Custom House conducts its
business. Last Thursday the of-

ficers of the Australia were sur-
prised by a visit from the Custom
officials who made a most
thorough search of the vessel
looking into every corner and
scrutinizing every cabin and every
berth from tho Captain's to
the stoker's. Tho reason was that
tho night previous (Wednesday)
to the search 150 tins of opium
were landed at the 0. B. B.
wharf and the knowledge of it
sharpened the zeal of the officials.
Would itnotbo a good suggestion
to make future searches the day
jyrior to the removal of the stuff
instead of the day after. That re-

minds us that the Provisional
government's officials have been
unusually slack in seizing opium
since they got into office. Never
in the history of Hawaii has
opium been as cheap as it is now,
and the demand so limited. S4.00
for a tin is now the quoted
price, but buyers are very scarce.
There must- - be something radi-
cally wrong somewhere and our
supernatnrally virtuous rulers .

had better get a move on and ;

break no thexring "which is now
controlling the market and
ruining the business."

Band Concert.

The P. G. band gives a concert
at Thomas Square this afternoon, j

Following is the programme: ;
5

1. March "For Ackeiman ;

2. Overture "The Armourer.....Lortring j
3. GaTctte-'Daa- j" Barrett
4. Piasla Tasnhauser". ."Wagner )

5. Waltz "The Gondoliers" Sullrran
6. March "Th Life Gaards". Bilge

"Hawaii PoaoLn

A Surprise in Mr. Blount's
Report.

The maelstrom of indignation
in some quarters, and particular
ly with the republican press and
other newspapers which would
rather condemn an action by
the administration than approve
it, is gradually but surely whirl-
ing itself into a complacent and
deliberative mood over what they
claim to be the outrageous action
of the President and his Secreta-

ry of Shite in disclosing palpable
undiplomatic conduct on the
part of the last administration,
coupled with couniyance and"
fraud by persons iu whom it was

thought confidence could be en-

trusted, by which tho govern-

ment of a country was overturned
and a part of men elevated to
the head of affairs nnder the eyes
of the greater majority of the
people opposing it and against
their helpless protests. Ifx any
one

v

believes that
Cleveland aud his cabinet are
squirming under the severe
criticisms the idea would soon bo
dissipated when the facts are
calmly read which have led up to

the programme arranged by the
administration and which has no

doubt been carried out peacefully
before now.

The facts, which will in time
be disclosed in Commissioner
Blount's long and full report to

the Secretary of State, will
show a condition of affairs pre-

vious to tho overthrow of tho
monarchy in Hawaii which will
surprise most persons, particu-
larly those who havo been the
quickest in condemning tho stand
assumed by the administration
without knowing the real facts
of tho case. Commissioner
Blount's report, it can be assert-

ed on high authority, will show
conclusively that the monarchi-a- l

government was overthrown
by preconcerted schemes of some
dishonest persons, and was not
the result of recalcitrants on the
islands who were dissatisfied
with the Queen or her adminis-
tration; that the provisional gov-

ernment had its birth in the
United States under assurances
made by the parties connected
with the last administration that
this country would bo prompt to

recognize the new government,
and that closer relations than ex-

isted with tho monarchical govern-

ment of the islands would
follow:

The indignation felt oyer the
unexpected publication of Secre-

tary Gresham's letter led somo
Senators prominent in tho silver
fight a few months ago to serious-
ly regard the effect it would have
on the future of the administra-
tion, and, not knowing what .was

back of the final answer to Ha
waii from the President, one of
the cabinet officers was requested
to explain what had been the con-

trolling aotives which had influ-

enced the President in his ulti-

matum. They were assured that
the public knew little of what
went on just previous to the over-

throw of the Queen, but that
when it did, and it would at the
the proper time, there would bo
a revolution of sentiment in
favor of President Cleveland's
action which would bo as intense
as was the first wave of condem-
nation. Mr. Blount's report will
undoubtedly come ,out in time,
when the administration thinks it
proper that the people should
know of its contents. bufc the

wrath of the republican press and
the cries from others twill not
bring it out a day sooner than
the President deems it proper.
Throughout this administration
as well as his last the President
has always shown himself to be a
most excellent general, and this
instance is not the first when he
has been condemned for some
alleged unpopular act He and
the Secretary havo fired off only
a light batter so far, but the
heavier cannonading wiil com-

mence later on, it was said today
by an official.

The President has reserved for
the convincing shells tho con- -

tents of Mr. Blount's report,
together with other documents in
the possession 'of the State
Department. These papers, it is
said, will prove without doubt
that Minister Stevons was tho
prime mover in briuging about
tho uprising which resulted in
dethroning the Queen. Mr.
Mott Smith is believed also to
havo been in tho agreement, as
were somo other persons in the
United States. pl the committee
of thirteen, known as" tho com-

mittee on public safety, six were
Americans. These wero all in
what is now termed tho conspir-
acy against an unsuspecting and
helpless country. Other papers
with the Secretary are said to be
full of evidence from every side
showing the carefully planned
scheme and which is unanswer-
able. Tho President and his
entire cabinet are confident that
when the country is in possession
of these facts tho whole sentiment
will undoubtedly approve of his
action.

In an interview a gentleman
close to tho President has this to
say: "I do not know positively
whether Mr. Blount's report, will
bo given to tho public or not,
but I can assure yon that the
people will see wisdom and the
foresight of tho President in do-

ing as ho has done. These criti-
cisms in the papers were expect-
ed, and are without knowledge of
tho facts by which Secretary
Gresham was guided in giving
his views to the President. He
considered the whole matter
careful! and was forced to tho
one and only correct conclusion

that a wrong had been done in
displacing the Queen, and that it
should be righted." Washing-
ton Star.

Nan-Vn-Shas- ha has just received
per steamer Oceanic a large variety
of fancy goods all of the latest styles

The undersigned beg leave to
call the attention to a large as-
sortment of tasteful and eleant
Jewelry, suitable fdr Chiisfmas
Presents.

Hawaiian Flag Pinsr
in different sizes.

Jblawaiian Jewelry,
a specialty.

0

If you want to buy an elegant
and at the same time an inexpen-
sive Christmas Present, call
around and inspect my stock.

, THOS. LESDSAY,
Mclnerny Block; Fort St. Honolulu

deel tf


